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After Action Report
Eins Gruppe

1.Zug, 5.Kompanie

II.Battallion, 916.Infanterie Regiment

352.Infanterie Division
Event Name: Training Session

Event Date: 22 August 2009

Location: Training Site #1 (North of El Dorado, KS)
Duration: 0800-1130

Event Type: Training Session

Scenario(s): Patrolling Action

352.ID Members: Erik Runge, Michael Kepley, Brent Buckley, Westley Wilson

Other Axis Units: n/a

Axis Numbers: 4

Enemy Units: U.S. 4th Armored

Enemy Numbers (estimate, if needed): 4

Summary: 
    On 22 August, Unteroffizier Runge being in minimal communication with 916th command organized a reconnaissance patrol in the area 1.2 KM SW of St. Lô.  Unteroffizier Runge utilized remaining elements of Eins Gruppe, 5th Kompanie, 916 Infanterie Regiment consisting of one light machinegun (MG42) and two riflemen.

    During the patrol, Eins Gruppe encountered a suspected reconnaissance patrol consisting of elements of U.S. 4th Armored Division.  Suspected patrol size was 3 riflemen and one 2nd Lieutenant.  Eins Gruppe engaged the enemy aprox 0.7 KM from their patrol destination.  

    Engagement resulted in one U.S. 2nd Lieutenant Dead, 2 U.S. riflemen dead, No German dead, one captured (Rekrut Wilson).
Narrative:

    While on reconnaissance patrol Eins Gruppe was engaged by an unk. sized U.S. force.  Unteroffizier Runge emplaced the MG42 in a good position allowing good concealment with excellent fields of fire.  Rekrut Kepley was successful in killing one rifleman on his opening burst while wounding another.  Rekrut Buckley acting as the Assistant Gunner facilitated this positive result by providing a stable shoulder mounted firing platform for the MG and directing devastating fire into the enemy positions.  Unteroffizier Runge led a flanking movement along with Rekrut Wilson via an adjoining tree line.  Both were ambushed and taken prisoner by an unidentified U.S. Lieutenant.  The said Lieutenant then led both Unteroffizier Runge and Rekrut Wilson into the field of fire of the MG.  Rekrut Kepley reacted quickly by placing well aimed fire onto their positions, effectively pinning them all to the ground.  In the confusion, Rekrut Wilson was able to pull his bayonet and kill the U.S. Lieutenant.  Unteroffizier Runge and Rekrut Wilson then rejoined the battle.  The MG continued to lay down sporadic covering fire allowing Unteroffizier Runge, Rekrut Wilson, and Rekrut Buckley to perform a left flanking movement flushing out and destroying the remaining U.S. rifleman.

Positives: 

· Positive outcome of engagement

· Good use of German language and commands

· Effective MG fire at the start of the engagement

· Good teamwork between MG Gunner and Assistant in the beginning of the engagement
Points to improve:

· Better squad tactics throughout the engagement.  The squad seemed to fall apart after Unteroffizier Runge led an ill fated flanking attack.  The assistant gunner left the MG gunner and the squad seemed to be a group of individuals with little direction.

· Better German communications.  Not all members of the squad were able to speak and understand all commands in German.

· Better situational awareness so that members on flanking attacks are not destroyed or captured before reaching their objectives.

· Better firing positions for the MG.  MG was left exposed and forced to fire from odd positions including kneeling and standing with little cover or concealment and degraded accuracy.

Goals/Objectives:  Public Battle Theatrics, General Patrolling Tactics
Analysis:

Public Battle Theatrics – Practiced taking a hit/dying, the taking of prisoners and how to handle them, 
General Patrolling Tactics – Practiced correct movements, setting up a firing line, getting the MG set and protected, flanking maneuvers, covering fire

Recommendations:  Practice German phrases, learn hand signals,  
Exemplary Action: n/a

Commendations:  n/a

Other Remarks: n/a
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